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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A head stack assembly for a disk drive, comprising: 
a stamped actuator arm; 

a head gimbal assembly attached to the stamped actuator arm, the head gimbal 
assembly including a base plate, and a trace suspension flex having a 
metal base layer and a plurality of conductors supported by the metal 
base layer; 

the stamped actuator arm including: 

an actuator arm side surface extending longitudinally along the stamped actuator 
arm; and 

a p l ura l ity of at least two but not more than three longitudinally spaced-apart 
stamped protrusions, the stamped protrusions being In contact with the 
trace suspension flex, each stamped protrusion extending from the 
actuator aim side surface , and tho p l ura li ty of s tamp e d protrusions b e ing 
an integ e r i n a rang e b e tw ee n 2 to 3 . 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The head stack assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
stamped actuator arm further includes a top surface extending longitudinally 
along the stamped actuator arm, and each stamped protrusion extends from the 
actuator arm side surface in a direction that Is generally parallel to the top 
surface. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The head stack assembly of claim 1 , wherein the trace 
suspension flex is attached to at least one of the stamped protrusions. 
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Claim 4 (previously presented): The head stack assembly of claim 1, wherein at least 
one of the stamped protrusions has a thickness that is substantially less than that 
of the stamped actuator arm. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A disk drive comprising: 
a disk drive base; 

a spindle motor attached to the disk drive base; 
a disk supported on the spindle motor; 

a head stack assembly rotatably coupled to the disk drive base; 
the head stack assembly including: 
a stamped actuator arm; 

a head gimbal assembly attached to the stamped actuator arm, the head 



gimbal assembly including a base plate, and a trace suspension 
flex having a metal base layer and a plurality of conductors 
supported by the metal base layer; 
the stamped actuator arm including: 

an actuator arm side surface extending longitudinally along the stamped 
actuator arm; and 

a plura l ity of at least two but not more than three longitudinally spaced- 
apart stamped protrusions, the stamped protrusions being in 
contact with the trace suspension flex, each stamped protrusion 
extending from the actuator arm side surface, tho p l urality of 
stamped protrusions b ei ng an int e g e r in a rang e b e twoon 2 to 3 . 



Claim 6 (previously presented): The disk drive of claim 5, wherein the stamped actuator 
arm further includes a top surface extending longitudinally along the stamped 
actuator arm, and each stamped protrusion extends from the actuator arm side 
surface in a direction that is generally parallel to the top surface. 
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Claim 7 (previously presented); The disk drive of claim 5, wherein the trace suspension 
flex is attached to at least one of the stamped protrusions. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The disk drive of claim 5, wherein the integer is 3 and 
the stamped protrusions are generally equally spaced-apart longitudinally along 
the actuator arm side surface. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The disk drive of claim 5, wherein at least one of the 
stamped protrusions has a thickness that is substantially less than that of the 
stamped actuator arm. 
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